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go and express his gratitude to the generous McKenzie,
but on second thought he proceeded on his journey, im-
bued with a firm determination to repay this mark of
kindness by attending closely to his business, and endea-
voring to make such returns of furs in the spring, as
would cause the company not to regret the generosity
with which they had treated him. He succeeded to his
fullest satisfaction, and the Northwest Company, together
with himself, reaped this year immense profits from the
Fond du Lac department.

It was while Mons. Cadotte had charge of this depart-
ment, that an occurrence happened, which may be con-
sidered as an item in the history of the Ojibways, and
which fully demonstrates the strong influence which the
traders of the northwest had already obtained over their
minds and conduct, and also the fearlessness with which
the pioneer, whom we have made the subject of this chap-
ter, executed justice in the very midst of thousands of the
wild and warlike Ojibway hunters.

A Canadian “ coureur du bois,” employed at the Lac
Coutereille post, which was under the immediate charge of
a clerk named Mons. Coutouse, was murdered by an Indian
on Lac Shatac during the winter. This was a crime which
the Ojibways had seldom committed, and Mons. Cadotte,
knowing fully the character of the Indians with whom he
was dealing, at once became satisfied that a prompt and
severe example was necessary, in order that such a deed
might not again be committed, and that the Ojibways
might learn to have a proper respect for the lives of white
men. IHe took the matter especially in hand, and imme-
diately sent a messenger to Lac Coutereille to inform the
Indians that the murderer must be brought to Fond du
Lac and delivered into his hands, and should they refuse
to comply with his demand, he notified them that no more
traders should go amongst them, aund their supplies of



